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Sea and be scene

SeaThere are a number of annual or
periodic events around the world which lure
the cream of the world’s superyacht fleet to
special destinations and these are just a
small selection. 

You want Action?
Watch out for the next SUPERYACHT CUP.
These events have been a growing success
for 12 years. Memories of the New Zealand
Millennium Superyacht Cup (held, not
surprisingly, in 2000) live on, when billions of
dollars worth of yachts, both power and sail
lined up on a start line, and a reception was
hosted by NZ’s Prime Minister. Some yachts
race seriously and others just enjoy the
scenery. For the motoryachts, it’s a great
cruise (secretly everyone wants to cross the
finish line first!). Most recently the event was
hosted in Palma in June 2007. and the
Superyacht Cup is the biggest regatta of its
kind for the largest and most luxurious sailing
vessels afloat. Annual regattas now feature
for sailing superyachts in Palma and Antigua,
and the organisers have launched a new
event for 2008, The Superyacht Cup
Transatlantic Challenge, which will take a
route from Antigua to the Azores, starting on
8th April. For more information, look at
www.thesuperyachtcup.com.

The lovely island of St Barts in the
French West Indies hosts the annual ST
BARTS BUCKET. Thirty of the world’s finest
sailing superyachts including J-Class yachts,
Perini Navis and some beautiful classics took
part in 2007 and the event, which takes place
at the end of March, promises to be even
better in 2008. St Barts is one of the most
attractive of the Caribbean islands, residence

to many high profile stars of the business and
entertainment world. Irresistable restaurants
and stunning beaches are close to the Port
de Gustavia harbour, where the regatta fleet
moors. Watch out for details on
www.newportbucket.com.

Sit back and watch!
The AMERICA’S CUP is the most highly
sought after trophy in the world of yachting….
by far. Taking part every three or four years,
the Cup is currently held by Swiss team
Alinghi following their successful defence
against New Zealand in Valencia, Spain last
year. The next America’s Cup is due to be
staged in [the dates should be known before

Having your own superyacht, even if just for a week or two, is a
unique experience. Your itinerary is tailor made and the choices are
yours as to where you go and what experiences you will enjoy on the
way. Destinations, scenery and onshore entertainment are all part of
the formula. Another equally impressive spectacle of being on board
such a large and luxurious yacht is the enjoyment of being immersed
in an atmosphere of so many similar superyachts. The visual
impression is breathtaking. 

Cannes Film Festival 
The world’s top stars tread the red carpet
every year at Cannes, the glamorous and
elegant resort on France’s Cote d’Azur.
Cannes is a mecca to superyachts
throughout the Mediterranean season, and
no more so than during the Festival. The
2008 Festival will be held from 14th - 25th
May so don’t miss out. Who knows, you
could be anchored beside Steven Spielberg,
Tom Cruise or Angelina Jolie!

Cannes is an excellent port for
superyachts, and close to a whole choice of
other famous resorts such as Monaco and St
Tropez.

this goes to press] and like last year, many of
the most recognisable superyachts,
belonging to some of the world’s most
powerful people will converge on Port
America’s Cup which has been especially
designed to accommodate these huge power
and sailing yachts. Valencia is a bustling yet
historic city with extensive shopping
restaurants, and entertainment. 

Port America’s Cup will also be
hosting the SPANISH GRAND PRIX later this
summer. The Valencia circuit will be between
4.1-4.3km (2.5-2.7 miles) long and will be
based around the city's America's Cup port.
Its harbourside location is already drawing
comparisons with the Monaco Grand Prix,
and only a decibel away from where your
yacht could be docked.
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guests to help them decide on their plans for the day, and propose to
them a lunch and dinner menu if they want to stay on board. We
already have an outline of what type of food the guests like, as this was
discussed before the charter started, to ensure that the yacht is well
stocked with good food that is to their tastes. They might want to go
ashore for lunch or dinner and then we will recommend and book a
restaurant, suggesting options between different types of food, and
whether they prefer a relaxed or formal ambience. If we are somewhere
new to us one of us will either have done some forward planning to get
some ideas of the good places to go, or we will have a quick scout
about on shore in the morning, to get some recommendations. 

Between us we do all of the interior chores: cleaning cabins, doing
the laundry, and making everything look nice. 

It’s also vitally important to anticipate the guests’ needs
throughout the day by being present and available but discreet. 

“It’s important to create the right environment with the guests, so
that they feel completely relaxed” says Brodie Reynolds, Chief
Stewardess on MY Gladius. Brodie comes from a corporate hospitality
background and completely understands the balance that needs to be
achieved. “At the same time we treat our guests with the level of
formality that they would expect that comes with good service”. [Put a
mug shot of Brodie here, perhaps]

We make sure that everything our guests like is around them.
Sometimes they just simply want to know where the fridge is so they

can help themselves,
and we will keep an eye
on things to ensure that
there is a plentiful
supply of drinks to them
throughout the day. 

We gauge their appetites and put out extra snacks especially if
they have been active, swimming and playing in the water and on the
jet skis and dinghies. We’ll always have healthy alternatives for those
watching their figures!

As the day goes on we like to change the environment on board. 

As dusk settles we dim the lights and light the candles. We
change into formal wear so that we are blending into the ambience.

The stewardesses will always be there to greet the guests. When
they first board the yacht the new arrivals are served with champagne
and canopés, and when they come back from the shore after an
excursion we’ll be there with refreshing drinks. We’ll make sure there
are towels when they come out of the water too. 

A good stewardess will create an elegant and charming table for
dinner. On Gladius Brodie creates a beautiful table, with candles,
butterflies and other ornaments [put the picture of the table in here],
which she often spots in local handicraft shops and markets. She will
show them the wine list, serve the food, and be in attendance during
dinner. Then it’s time to turn down the beds, and put out chocolates
and flowers in each of the cabins.

One of the stewardesses will stay on duty while the guests are
enjoying a late evening. If it looks like turning into a particularly late
night we’ll put out some glasses, with a selection of wines and spirits for
their evening, and then we always try to get to bed early enough to be
bright and alert for the following day. 

The YPI ‘stewies’ agreed that there is a knack in finding out what
little things are important to the guests, down to the smallest details. If
they like to use their computer in the saloon, for example, make sure
the charger is there! Quickly getting to understand their lifestyle and
their routine needs to appear seemingly effortless.

The stewardess team needs as much free time as possible. During
the charters they are often working for several weeks without a day off,
so getting enough sleep can sometimes be a challenge. Ensuring there
is a rota system so that one is on the early shift and one can get
another hour in bed is important to keep those smiles on their faces.
Very occasionally there’s a spare hour in the afternoon for a snooze in
the sun….!

The article was based on interviews with stewardesses Brodie
Reynolds and Sarah McCowan.

Service with a (big) smile!

The onboard comfort, the pampering, the
eye-catching flower arrangemenst, and
those little extras are something that can
easily be taken for granted on a luxury
yacht…. and so they should be!

You are our guests, and we want to
make sure that everything is as perfect as
it can be. We are the stewardesses and our
job is to blend discreetly into the
mahogany panelling, and yet miraculously
appear at the right moment to make sure
that absolutely everything is available to
you when you need it.

Glimpsing a snapshot of our day on board
illustrates just how much care is put into your
day on board.

Typically the work is shared between the chief stewardess and the
other stewardess(es), and the early start each morning will be on a rota
system. One of us gets up around 0645 and sets breakfast depending
on what time we would expect the guests to get up. Often the guests
will get up late if they’ve had a big night out, or just because they are
catching up on a year’s sleep! 

Breakfast might be served in the sunshine on the top deck
(flybridge) on a typical motor yacht, or on the aft deck. 

Early on in the
day we will talk to the
captain, along with
the rest of the crew,
to discuss the day’s
itinerary, look at the
weather and see what
the guests would like
to do. After breakfast
the chief stewardess
will have a chat to the
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Escaping the cold, dark northern winter is everyone’s dream, and the
reality is one of the best experiences that life can offer. Say goodbye to
the high rise blocks and the driving rain and get that great feeling when
you touch down on an airstrip surrounded by palm trees, and best of all
catch the view of the deep turquoise sparkling sea for the first time. 

CaribbeanCaptivating
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Welcome to the Caribbean, a sea full of tropical sun-
drenched islands that stretch from just south of Miami to the
Venezuela coast. Join your yacht to cruise to a different
country every day, a different language, a tiny community
here, like the unspoilt Turks & Caicos Islands, and bustling
town there, such as Trinidad’s Port of Spain during the
spectacularly colourful carnival time.

Anchor off deserted beaches where turtles nest on
dazzling white sands and where the only sound is the gentle
clatter of the palm trees in the breeze. Peer down into the
clear blue seas to glimpse the underwater worlds of colourful
fish and corals. Go snorkelling or even diving, in waters
amongst the wonderful reefs that stretch throughout the
island chain, and which reveal an intensity of colour and
beauty that doesn’t exist above sea level. 

For sailors, the lure of the constant trade winds makes
every day of sailing unforgettable, while the same winds cool
the tropical sun on the decks of a motor yacht to the perfect
ambience.

The islands of the Caribbean, immortalised by early
explorers and pirates in search of hidden treasure, stretch
over 2,500 miles. On one side is the warm alluring Caribbean
sea, on the other, the Atlantic Ocean. Islands both north and
south each offer their unique beauty. Whatever your choice
of itinerary, it will be the right one. 

The Bahamas, with their sandy cays and warm shallow
water, offer 700 islands to explore. A wonderful blend of
relaxing in remote cays, or enjoying the Nassau nightlife, will
provide the perfect vacation balance. The water is so clear
here, the sand on the sea bed dazzles as much as it does on
the beach. Being in the water is as irresistible as being on it.

Further South are the British and US Virgin Islands,
whose modern economy embraces a tropical urban life here
and there, interspersed with completely remote beaches, and
domed rain forest islets rising out of the sea. From island to
island is only a few hours cruise, each with an anchorage
more picturesque than the last.

Only a day’s sail away are the pretty and sophisticated
yet pressure-free islands of St Barts and St Maarten, whose
houses nestle amongst the lush vegetation, their rust red
roofs shining in the sun. St. Barth's is so French it feels as if
you're in the midst of the Mediterranean. Go to the street
cafés, hot and trendy beach scenes, elite boutiques and
fabulous gourmet restaurants.

The peaceful anchorages are ideal for swimming, yet
there are choices of beach bars for a refreshing piña colada.
A mix of French and Dutch heritages add an authentic
atmosphere of culture and tradition, from food to language. 

Visit Antigua, a favourite of yachtsmen, and home of
the historic English Harbour and Nelson’s dockyard, and, as
the sun goes down, gaze down from Shirley Heights onto
Falmouth, where many of the world’s finest superyachts will
be found in the winter season.

Marvel at the volcano of Montserrat and even take a
helicopter ride over the top to peer down into the smoking
crater.

Dominica and Grenada, both relatively undeveloped,
have unique appeals. The former is considered the "Garden
of Eden" of the Southern Caribbean while Grenada, which
suffered widespread destruction as a result of 2004's
Hurricane Ivan is recovering and laid back with a genuine
small town feel.

The lush landscapes and volcanic Martinique, St. Lucia
and Guadeloupe offer varied scenic opportunities. From rain
forests to volcanoes, these islands are full of mystical valleys
and waterfalls where pirates might have hidden in bygone
days. not to mention their urban outposts that reflect both
West Indian and French heritages. Here you will find the
archetypal image of an unspoilt Caribbean bay ringed by high
hills and a lush green forest of coconut and banana trees.

Immerse yourself in the rich musical sounds too, that
greet you from every shore. The islanders celebrate their love
of music with steel, reggae, Brazilian samba and Trinidad’s
Soca styles, and often all fuse together, for a night on the
sand of live music and dancing, at an unassuming beach bar
where you’d least expect it. Most of the islands celebrate
music festivals, like the little island of Bequia in the
Grenadines whose Musicfest is in January.

Not far from the equator are the islands of Trinidad and
her little sister Tobago. Like in so many other parts of the

Caribbean a great choice of activities await you. Swim in the
warm waters, go ashore to a secluded beach, climb up into
forested hills, or just enjoy a slow lunch of superb local
cuisine in a first class restaurant hidden in a rain forest
clearing

Captivating

Bahamas
•Stunning sands mingle with the
turquoise seas

•The colonial chic and cosmopolitan 
life of Nassau 

•The nightlife of Paradise Island

•Casinos, golf and eco-tours –
something for everyone

Captivating

Mid
Caribbean

• Antigua’s April yachting regatta

• A rare opportunity to watch
Montserrat’s active volcano from 
a safe distance.

• Where French meets Creole in
Guadaloupe

Captivating

Southern
Caribbean 

• Refreshing trade winds

• The spectacular Trinidad carnival –
second only to Rio

• St Lucia’s scenic mountain forests

• Snorkel in the coral reefs of 
Tobago Cays

Captivating

Virgin Isles 
&Antilles
• A cultural heritage

• Modern sophistication, yet time 
stops here

• A favourite Caribbean paradise
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T
he owners wanted a ‘masculine’ boat and the name Gladius
epitomises all things masculine. While this brand new motor yacht
features strong lines, and a sporty look that belies a craft of her
size she has a truly soft interior with a rounded finish perfectly

offset by the limed teak panelling, and a streamlined exterior, perfect for sun-bathing on the top deck or swimming
and diving from the beach platform.

Built at the reputable Cantiere di Pisa in Italy, Gladius, (Symbiosis between the owners requirements and the
traditional finishes favoured by the yard) which had a great deal of design input and guidance from her owner, was
delivered in May 2007. 

Every modern refinement has been blended into the light airy living space of the main saloon-cum-dining
room. The centre piece is a replica Roman sword, encased into the expansive glass topped coffee table made of
same lightened teak and surrounded by big sofas in warm rust colours. 

The look is contemporary, but tiny touches of the Roman theme are highlighted by the roman-modern chic of
a candle stick here, a vase there.

The red uniform tops of the crew and matching red fender socks are meant to be reminiscent of the
legionnaires battle dress. And there is centurion belt buckle design from which is incorporated into the carpet
borders.

Any allusion to ancient times stops right here. A totally state of the art sporty look produces refined yet
bright elegance, for a wonderfully informal yet expansive modern open-plan interior living space. 

The interior dining table seats 12, and all cabins are decorated with uplifting, bright and unpretentious oil
paintings of Mediterranean scenes and lush subjects like fruit and fishing boats.

The intimate aft deck is ideal for sun downers, while the day time play park is the sun-drenched flybridge top
deck, a spacious area for total relaxation. There is a well stocked open air bar, and barbecue, for al fresco lunches,
luxury towelled seating, and a sumptuously expansive sun lounging bed.

A lushly carpeted corridor and stairway lead to the lower deck where the five cabins are located. Each has a
bathroom en-suite with marble topped bathroom surfaces, and wide
light catching portholes. There is ample storage behind subtle panelled
doors.

A transom garage opens into a ‘beach’ platform for easy access
into the sea, and reveals an Aladdin’s cave of goodies for all ages, RIBs
and sailing dinghies, donuts and bananas, as well as diving equipment.

Ian is one of seven crew on board Gladius headed by Captain
Mike Wyer. Holder of the MCA class IV master of yachts up to
3000grt, Mike has graduated from small sailing boats, through large

charter yachts including M.Y. Esmeralda and M.Y. Illusion. Mike is fluent in Greek and
is a qualified Padi Divemaster so he has a lot of experience and expertise to offer
charter guests on board.

Stewardesses Brodie Reynolds and Sarah McCowan are in charge of the yacht’s
meticulous presentation and the guests’ every needs, while Michael Newton keeps the
engines in prestine condition. Deckhand David Duncan, an English-French bi-lingual
speaker is most likely to be found in the garage getting the dinghies and other
recreational equipment and ‘toys’ ready for guests to spend time in the water, when
relaxing at anchor.

Throughout the day crew are discreet and yet on hand for the guests’ every
needs. Gladiusis a perfectly sized cruising motor yacht, neither too large and yet not
too small, with luxury accommodation, yet personal and accessible, so after a day or
two on board you really start to feel that it’s your own.

According to the builders at Cantiere di Pisa Gladius was the finest boat they’ve
ever built. All round, were allowed to do what they wanted. 

A pristine galley is the
domaine of
Glaswegian chef Ian
Fleming. “I do this job
for the sunshine!” he
jokes more than half
seriously, comparing
Gladius’s warm
charter destinations to his native Scotland. But he also loves the variety and
flexibility of the job. “In a restaurant it’s the same menu day in day out. Here
on board Gladius, there is so much scope for being creative.” Getting the

stores in prior to a charter is dependent on the
‘preference sheet’ that the guests complete
outlining their likes and dislikes. From here he
produces the gourmet food that is tailored to the
guests’ requirements. Each morning Ian chats
briefly to the guests to determine their lunch and
dinner menus, providing suggestions and
listening to requests. He loves a run ashore

every now and again. “There are some fabulous fish
markets like the one
in Santa Margarita
where I can bring
back sea bass and
mussels to provide a
fresh fish dinner”.
Green salads, and
other fresh fruit and

vegetables are available in plenty of the
local markets that Ian scours during the
day. Ian holds a Salon Culinaire Gold
Medal and worked in some of Scotland’s
top restaurants, before being lured into
boating. Worked with Gordon Ramsay.

A Gourmet Experience

‘Never give a sword 
to a man who can’t dance.’
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