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Workboat fleet increased to three

Summer 2015 saw Walcon Marine 
make two valuable new additions to 
its resource base. The Walcon Warrior 

and Walcon Wolf joined the Walcon Wizard 
to expand the company’s capability in areas 
incuding piling, rapid response for marina 
maintenance, contract support, shallow draft 
work and other civil engineering activities. 

The vessels are also available for charter to 
third parties requiring barges for their own 
projects or for transportation. The move is 
in response to increased demand for the 
services of the Walcon Wizard, not least 
because clients are increasingly preferring 
the option of taking delivery of marina 
infrastructure by sea rather than overland. 

To create the two barges, Walcon bought 
the 45m x 9m transport barge Blade Runner 
1 from Blade Runner Shipping. The 21m 
aft section has become the multi-purpose, 
self-propelled Warrior complete with twin 
engines, crane and crew facilities. The 24m 
forward section is now the dumb barge Wolf, 
which will be used for transportation under 
tow, floating storage and as an all-purpose 
platform.

Prince Philip Yacht Haven
This project for the Royal Southern Yacht Club in 
Hamble required Walcon to remove the existing 
structures prior to dredging, followed by building and 
fitting a new configuration. This involved linking the 
existing river moorings to create a single walkway 
and connecting that to the shore using additional 
pontoons and the existing access bridge. A floating 
slipway pontoon plus new access bridge were also 
built and installed, and all the retained pontoons 
were refurbished. The overall result was to increase 
substantially the overall number of berths available and 
give walk ashore access to all. The new marina was 
officially opened on the 4th of June by HRH the Duke of 
Edinburgh.
Image: Courtesy of the Royal Southern Yacht Club

Two new barges bring 
enhanced capabilities
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It’s the America’s Cup again!
Fingers are crossed that Ben Ainslie can bring the America’s Cup back to the 
UK in 2017 after 166 years. Walcon wishes him and his BAR team the best of 
luck with their challenge and was delighted to be chosen by sponsor MDL to 
build and install the berthing facility alongside BAR’s Portsmouth base. It is 
comprised of a 48-metre stretch of System 21 pontoons and a 24-metre steel 
access bridge. Walcon also undertook the piling and installed all the services. 

Pedalo parking...
...at Center Parcs. In 2015 we 
installed a berthing facility 
at the Center Parc resort at 
Elveden Forest. Like that at 
Woburn it features shortened 
System 2000 pontoons and 
chain & anchor fixings.

Variety in Belgium and 
the Netherlands

The extensive inland waterways 
and complex coastline of 
the Benelux region make it a 

valued market for Walcon.

Local agent Infra Trading BV represents 
Walcon across the area and undertakes 
the installations and associated works. 
Their hard work over 2015 has yielded a 
number of interesting projects in terms of 
both design and application.

One such was at Mechelse Waterski 
Klub, one of Belgium’s top water ski 
venues that hosts major competitions as 
well as serving its members. In 2015 it 
underwent a major refurbishment project 
that included the construction of a new 
clubhouse while Walcon and Infra Trading 
built and installed new berthing facilities 
capable of taking over 100 speedboats up 
to 13 metres in length.

What made this project particularly 
challenging was the nature of the 
installation, with the main walkway having 
to be specified to fit the curvature of the 
lake shore. This required careful design 

and very precise installation. Five bridges 
now give access to the walkway, while 
fourteen, 15-metre radius arms provide 
rigidity to the overall structure along with 
locker pontoons. 

Elsewhere, at the Jachthaven de 
Molenwaard in Hasselt, Infra Trading 
added a pier with ten finger pontoons and 
refurbished two existing piers with new 
hammerhead pontoons. At the Roompot 
Marina in Kamperland the 218-metre 
Pier 2 was rebuilt, complete with a new 
walkway and 16 finger pontoons. An 
additional walkway with 15 new finger 
pontoons was also added.

Finally, in the summer Infra Trading 
completed a walkway measuring 180 
metres in length by 3 metres wide on a 
canal running through the historic Dutch 
city of Zwolle (pictured at top). The canal 
lies parallel to a busy bus route with no 
pavement, so the new walkway was built 
with System 21 pontoons to allow walkers 
uninterrupted enjoyment of the city’s 
picturesque canal network.

www.walconmarine.com

Jersey Harbour      
 Berths 4 & 5

Empress Dock
We have completed a berthing facility 
for ABP in Southampton. Located in 
Empress Dock, it provides over 100 
metres of heavy duty docking for 
workboats including survey and patrol 
vessels. 

Cardiff revisited
Back once again in Cardiff with its 
thriving waterfront. This time a System 
21 landing pontoon plus access bridge 
were installed at Mermaid Quay. This is 
for visitors and also to support the many 
events that take place in the bay. 

Award for Chairman
Walcon Chairman and Founder Robin 
Walters (pictured above, second from 
the right) has been presented with the 
Peter Millward Memorial Award by 
the British Marine Federation. This is 
presented annually to an individual who 
has made a significant contribution 
to BMF Associations. The recipient is 
chosen by the BMF staff. Robin declared 
that he was honoured by the recognition.

Back at Brighton
This year we returned to Premier Marinas’ 
Brighton Marina for the third phase of its 
finger pontoon replacement programme.

40 years and going strong
57 of the original finger pontoons were replaced 
with new System 21 units. That they had lasted 
nearly 40 years at this busy marina since their 
original installation in 1976 we think says 
something about the quality of our products. Yet 
even more remarkable is that the new pontoons 
are fixed to the original Waliflote heavy-duty 
walkways, also installed in 1976. These were 
judged to be still fit for duty with plenty of wear 
left in them. Testimonials don’t come better than 
that.

Up on the Lakes
It’s been a busy year for Walcon in 
England’s famous Lake District. We 
replaced an existing facility at Ferry Nab 
on Lake Windermere with a new marina 
(pictured right) for 64 boats including 
those operated by the Lake Wardens. A 
mast hoist was also fabricated by Walcon 
and erected on the site. 

Fixed and floating
Lake installations tend to be fixed but with recent 
trends towards more flooding Ferry Nab is one 
example where the client specified a floating 
marina complete with piles. Another is the 
floating jetty Walcon installed at nearby Bark Barn 
for visitors and the local waterbus.

An encouraging 
year
Another year of steady progress 
at Walcon Marine, with a range of 
projects large and small completed 
both in the UK and overseas. A 
subdued summer has since given 
way to an encouraging autumn, and 
the investment in our new barges 
signifies our confidence in the 
business environment in the years 
ahead.  

Our project portfolio continues to be as 
diverse as ever as in 2015 we built facilities 
ranging from dinghy launching ramps up 
to those capable of taking the rough and 
tumble of workboat operations and the more 
sedate world of superyachts.

Overseas
It has also been good to see strong demand 
in our key overseas markets of Benelux 
and Australia. Our agents there have 
performed strongly and we look forward to 
more in 2016. We are also pleased to have 
reestablished our presence in Italy and hope 
to see the Walcon brand with its reputation 
for quality once again become a major force 
in the Mediterranean.

The refurbished Berths 4 & 5 at Jersey Harbour feature 175 metres of 
heavy duty System 21 pontoons capable of taking even the largest 

visiting yachts, along with berths for the local RNLI long-range rescue boat 
and a day trip vessel. Walcon also built and installed a 50-metre access 
bridge to cope with some of the world’s largest tides.
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Doings down under

Walcon Marine Australasia reports a strong 2015, winning a 
number of prestigious projects and maintaining a healthy 
order book.

Elizabeth Quay, Perth
November saw the opening of Elizabeth 
Quay in Perth, Western Australia. This is 
a major government project adjoining the 
Perth Convention Centre and business 
district and will deliver a new waterfront 
focal point for the city. Walcon has 
designed, built and installed a small 
marina for visiting vessels and a new ferry 
terminal pontoon.

Batemans Bay Marina
Other recent projects include stage 2 
works for the complete redevelopment 
of Batemans Bay Marina in NSW. The 
contract included the demolition and 
removal of old timber fixed jetty berths 
and the installation of new piled floating 
marina berths for 120 vessels. Stage 1 
was completed in early December 2014 
and stage 2 works were wrapped up in 
September this year. 

Augusta Boat Harbour, WA 

This project necessitated a more heavy 
duty approach as the specification 
required a facility capable of handling 
commercial as well as leisure vessels. The 
client was the Department of Transport. 
Walcon Marine Australasia undertook the 
design, construction and installation of the 
40-berth marina together with additional 
holding berths and boat launching ramps. 
GRP micro-mesh decking was selected for 
the marina pontoons.

Other notable projects completed in 2015 
included the installation of a floating jetty 
and two launching ramps in Walpole WA 
for the Department of Parks and Wildlife 
and Sydney Marina Contracting Pty Ltd. 
A contract to work on the refurbishment of 
part of Berowra Water Marina just north of 
Sydney has also been won recently. This 
follows on from a similar contract five 
years previously.

Cruising the Thames
Idyllically situated next to the 
River Thames on the edge of the 
royal town of Windsor, Racecourse 
Marina Windsor is a favourite base 
for motorcruisers enjoying the local 
scenery. Walcon is currently working 
with owner Tingdene Marinas on an 
extension and refurbishment of the 
infrastructure, supplying System 
2000 pontoons that are being  used 
to extend existing piers and add 
more berths. The second phase of 
the programme was completed in 
the summer, with a third due to take 
place in 2016.

Dick Ford
Dick Ford (below centre) has 
retired from Walcon after 30 
years of loyal service working 
on projects both in the UK and 
overseas.

Born on the Isle of Wight, he always had a 
passion for the sea and was a long-standing 
volunteer on the Yarmouth lifeboat. In his 
spare time he was a keen sportsman and 
particularly enjoyed cricket and football. He 
even managed Eastleigh Town and Sholing 
FC at various times. He will be missed by 
Walcon’s clients, who frequently requested 
him by name for their installations. We all 
wish him a long and happy retirement. 
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